INCLUSION FOR A LIFE TIME OF OPPORTUNITIES
XV Deafblind International World Conference

27th September – 1st October 2011

Sao Paulo City, Brasil

Conference Objective

The XV Deafblind International World Conference seeks to explore changing priorities in an evolving global context. The conference is seeking worldwide input to define solutions and recommendations in the development of lifelong services for individuals who are deafblind. In addition, Brazil and Latin America stories and experiences will be shared to promote regional policy and program development. 
Conference Participants

Deafblind Persons

Families/Caregivers

Education/Rehabilitation Professionals

University/Academia

Government Representatives

Disability Rights Organizations

Medical/Health Professionals

NGO/INGOS
CALL FOR PAPERS

The coordinating committee is inviting the submission of abstracts for workshops and poster sessions for the XV World Deafblind International Conference. Submissions should relate to the theme of the conference “Inclusion for a Lifetime of Opportunities” and focus on one of the sub-themes identified by the Scientific Committee relating to lifelong services for individuals who are deafblind:

· Assistive Technology

· Changing Population

· Communication and Language

· Transition to Adult Life

· Inclusive Education

· Neurological/Cortical Etiology
· Pediatric Rehabilitation
· Syndromes

· Elder Individuals 

· United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities/Advocacy

Abstracts should be further categorized by selecting one of the following:
1. Research  Scientific and Evidence-Based
2. Education/Rehabilitation  Innovative Approaches for Children and Adults
3. Program Models   Suggestions for Improvement of Service Delivery
4. Staff Development Effective Models and Creative Approaches
5. Families  Supports and Partnerships
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION

· All abstracts should be submitted in either Portuguese, English or Spanish
· Abstracts should be submitted in electronic format at www.dbi2011.com.br in New Times Roman 12. Registration will need to be completed at time of submission but does not need to be paid.
· Abstracts should be a minimum of 200 to a maximum of 500 words. Charts, tables or other images should not be included. 
· Abstracts may be submitted as oral/workshop or poster presentation. 
· Oral/workshops will be one hour followed by fifteen minutes of questions. The Scientific Committee reserves the right to combine two or more oral presentations in a single workshop or recommend change to poster presentation based on amount and themes of abstracts received. 
· Poster presentation should not exceed 90cm wide and 120cm high.
· Deadline for submission is January 31st 2011.

· Notification of acceptance: on or about March 31st 2011.
· By submission of abstract, all authors agree to publication of papers in the proceedings of the conference. When there is more then one presenter, correspondence will be with the first author listed.
· Registration must be fully paid by July 1, 2011 or the abstract will be removed from submission.
Selection: All abstracts will be peer-reviewed according to the following criteria:
a. Innovation.

b. Relevance to theme and sub-themes of conference.

c. Clarity and proof of outcomes.

d. Diversity in application to world-wide environments.

e. Relation to the number of papers accepted in a particular sub-theme.

f. Space permitting.

Questions:

Any questions relating to abstract submission or requests for additional information, should be submitted to the Local Planning Committee via Ximena Serpa at ximena.serpa@gmail.com or through the conference website at www.dbi2011.com.br 

SEE YOU IN SAO PAULO!!!!!
